
 

 

Roshni  

Roshni is 40 years old. She cannot do any household work as the left side of her 

body isn't working. During her childhood and eventually adolescence, her left side 

was frail and weak. At that point it was discovered that she had a tumor in her left 

breast, so her parents took her to the hospital. Therein, she underwent an operation, 

and the oncologist removed her left breast, to get rid of the tumor completely. 

However, after the aforementioned procedure her condition weakened and after a 

while, her left hand was rendered useless.  

Roshni’s in-laws were unaware about the former’s disability before marriage, but 

following the wedding she didn’t face any issues because her in-laws were great 

individuals by nature, as was her husband. Roshni’s younger sister often visited her 

to help with the tasks at hand and gradually developed a relationship with her 

husband. After fifteen years of marriage, her husband got married for the second 

time, to Roshni’s sister. Everyone, including Roshni’s in-laws, was opposed to this 

decision. But the new couple refused to listen to anyone. “My husband is a good 

person, but ever since he got married to my sister, he has been misbehaving with me. 

My sister instigates him to beat me brutally. I did not file an FIR because I don’t want 

to make my family affairs public,” said Roshni.  

All of them lived under one roof but her husband did not look after Roshni and their 

children (one daughter and two sons). During that time, their youngest son was 

severely ill, yet her husband never cared for his treatment, so he succumbed to his 

illness shortly after that. The weight of the agony caused was too heavy for Roshni, 

but despite all the stress, Roshni’s husband manhandled her, and did not provide 

any monetary support to her to raise their children. So with much motivation and 

might, she started working at a nearby hospital, and with the subsequent earnings, 

she oversaw herself and her kids. 

Roshni’s daughter has finished her intermediate and is hitched now. Because of her 

poor economic condition, she was not able to provide for her son’s education, so he 

begun working in a shop. As of now, he is also married. For a while in the past, her 

daughter in-law was not giving food to Roshni.  

Roshni was then identified by Odisha Gender Disability Resource Centre and was 

given training about her rights; she also received materials to start a petty shop. The 

community worker met her son and his wife, and persuaded them not to mishandle 

Roshni. She told them, “As her children, it’s your obligation to take care of your 

mother.” This interaction had a positive effect on them, and now both of them look 

after the aged Roshni, providing her with adequate nourishment and care.  



              

   

 


